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This volume takes up the threads of Mark J.P. Wolf's 
2012 monograph Building Imaginary Worlds: The 
Theory and History of Subcreation. Wolf's work provided 
a 'grammar' for discussing world-building as worthy of 
study and attention in its own right. Following that vein, 
Sub-creating Arda collects twenty essays which showcase 
diverse approaches for considering the world-building 
elements of various fantastic and fictional text-worlds -
some of them more convincing than others. As the name 
suggests, this anthology is primarily concerned with 
Tolkien's Legendarium, taking for granted the fact that it 
presents a supremely convincing example of a secondary 
world. 

But it would be a mistake to think that this book is only 
about Tolkien. In fact, it is divided into three sections: 
five essays which consider the theoretical problems and 
solutions which world-building provides, nine essays 
focusing on world-building in Tolkien's work, and six 
essays looking at world-building by other writers through 
a Tolkienian lens. Each of these sections has its gems, but 
it is also worth mentioning that many of these essays 
are best considered in dialogue with the other pieces 
in the collection. This review will take the approach of 
highlighting one essay from each of the volume's three 
sections, and then suggest ways in which that essay can be 
read in dialogue with the others in the book. 

In the first section, Massimiliano Izzo's 'Worldbuilding 
and Mythopoeia' critiques Wolf's grammar of subcreation 
by making a distinction between 'worldbuilding' and 
a 'myth-making' or 'mythopoeia: By the former, Izzo 
means the scientific, quantitative, or computational 
aspects of a secondary world: economics, physics, and 
intricate magical systems borrowing from the physical 
sciences of the primary world. In explaining the latter 
set of terms, Izzo draws upon Tolkien's seminal essay 'On 
Fairy-stories: in which the things that lend verisimilitude 
to a secondary world are primarily mythical and linguistic 
constructs. Thus, there can be said to be a dialectical 
opposition, or at least a tension, between worldbuilding 
and myth-making. Izzo argues that Tolkien's successors 
in the fantasy genre have often failed to hold this tension. 
Contemporary high fantasy authors have far exceeded 
the Legendarium in terms of volume, detail, and scale, 






