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important entrY. into the growing literature on government 
in Tolkien's works. Miranaa Boto proves that law exists in 
Middle-earth and that Tolkien's stories have something 
meaningful to say about the tension between law and 
justice. The boot< wisely avoids tr�g to force comparisons 
between modern law and Tolkiens fantasy world ( except as 
a pedagogical tool in the fifth chapter), and never tries to 
pronounce judgment on whether or not Tolkien's depictions 
of law are 'realistic'. The exhaustive catalog of references 
to laws in Middle-earth, especially in the second and third 
chapters, and the appendix on law in Tolkien's life make this 
bool< invaluable to scholars. 
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